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Post-Mortem OBSERVATION. 


Last week we published an abstract of an inter- 
esting note by two Parisian sanitary veterinarians, 
Morel and Vieillard. These observers, from experi- 
ence gained in the inspection of horse flesh for 
human food, describe a not uncommon fatty de- 
generation of the equine muscles, which they 
regard as the ultimate effect of azoturia. 

Probably the lesion itself will be unfamiliar to the 
great majority of English veterinarians. Horse- 
flesh is not inspected for human food in this 
country, and it is only in very exceptional cases 
that the muscles in which this degeneration is gen- 
erally found receive attention at au ordinary post- 
mortem examination. Admitting, however, the not 
infrequent occurrence of these lesions, which we 
have no reason to doubt, there is still room for 
further enquiry as to whether they really are the 
result of previous azoturia. Morel and Vieillard 
bring forward some strong arguments in support of 
their view, but it cannot yet be said that their case 
is proved. 

Some at least of their compatriots will doubtless 
test their conclusions; and there is no reason why 
English practitioners should not assist, for this is 
one of the many pathological questions which the 
clinician can help to elucidate. Many of us from 
time to time have opportunities of post-mortem 
examination of borses which we know have re- 
covered from attacks of azoturia which we have 
localised clinically with sufficient accuracy. 

Incidentally the note suggests that meat inspec- 
tion by fully trained veterinarians may indirectly 
contribute not a little towards the general advance 
of pathology, but a meat inspector’s pathological 
observations are often limited by the necessity of 
avoiding undue mutilation of the carcase. In 
England it is scarcely likely that when meat inspec- 
tion becomes general it will be necessary to extend 
it, as on the Continent, to the borse. The post- 
mortem investigation of equine disease here will 
probably always depend chiefly upon the zeal of 
practitioners ; and it cannot be said that collec- 
tively we take full advantage of opportunities which 
are envied by medical men. Not all of us would 
perform an autopsy unremunerated at any time, 
and very few would undertake a series with the 
object of ascertaining the ultimate lesions of 
disease which we had observed clinically perhaps 
years before. 





SPLENIC HYPERTROPHY IN THE HORSE. 





This is a rare condition, and along with Messrs. 
Lloyd and Fletcher, Veterinarians, of this town, I 
had the good fortune to see a well marked case of 
it recently. 

The subject was an aged (about 20 years) har- 
ness gelding about 152 h.h. 

The symptoms shown were indefinite, being 
chiefly, loss of appetite, lassitude and pallom of the 
visible mucous membrane. 

The symptoms suggested that possibly there was 
a rupture of the liver. 

Stimulants were tried for a few days with no 
avail, and it was decided to slaughter him. 

There was nothing abnormal about his gait. 

The post-mortem examination revealed the pre- 
sence of a huge spleen that weighed 64 lbs. 

The splenic capsule and the trabeculae were 
considerably thickened and the pulp was not 
diffluent. 

The blood was in a state of leucocythaemia, 
being greyish brown in colour and coagulating 
readily. 

During my weekly attendance at the Loanhead 
and Edinburgh knackeries I came to the conclusion 
that the spleen of the horse was always found to 
weigh much more than the weights given in text 
books. 

For example: Chauveau states that “the aver- 
age weight is 32 ounces; but it is sometimes of 
enormous dimensions—as much as three or four 
times its normal volume.” 

The following four cases have presented the 
largest spleens that I have previously seen :— 

1. Clydesdale gelding, 17.2 h.h., death from vol- 
vulus. The spleen weighed 10} lbs. 

2. Cab horse, pneumonia, spleen weighing just 
under 8 lbs. 

3. Shire gelding, about 16.3 h.h., tetanus. 
spleen weighed 9 Ibs. 11 ozs. 

4. Brewer's horse, weighing about 18 ewt., rup- 
tured liver. The spleen weighed 11} lbs. 

I have also been surprised with the size of cat’s 
spleens. 

It is to be hoped that those who have had experi- 
ence of large spleens (other than anthrax) in the 
lower animals will record their experiences of the 
symptoms shown, the diagnosis arrived at, and 
their ideas as to the etiology of this interesting 


condition. 
W. J. Youne, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 


The 


Sheffield. 
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EYE SHADE. 
By Capt. H. T. Ryan, A.V.C. 


For some years I have been trying different 
methods for shading horses’ eyes, as, in my hands, 
I found that a piece of dark cloth, tied on the brow- 
band, did more harm than good in a great number 
of cases. I will ask your readers’ forgiveness if I 
expatiate at length on facts which to some are 
apparent; but I think I am justified in going into 
detail as regards the faults I found with the use of 
the old-fashioned eye shade. 


In the first place, if the eyelid is inflamed, the 
presence of a cloth in contact with it is not advisable, 
especially if it be of a rough, coarse, ‘“ blankety”’ 
texture, and tbis is the kind of material which, in 
an emergency, is often used. 

Secondly, one has only to remain quite still for a 
short time in a stable—be it a loose box or stall—in 
which there is a horse with a cloth over his eyes, 
particularly if the eye or eyes be injured, to be 
assured that the old-fashioned way of doing things 
is not correct. On doing this I found invariably 
that, after the affected eye or eyes have been 
dressed and the cloth adjusted, the animal when 





| being turned round—unless the action has been 
very carefully accomplished—either rubs or strikes 
the eye against some object: the side of stall, 
pillars, or wall, for the simple reason that he cannot 
see where he is going. With the iron mangers, 
commonly used in England, if the horse is put on 
the log-chain in the ordinary way, he invariably 
hits his eye against the manger when raising his 
head after picking up bits of hay, etc., which have 
fallen tothe ground. If the eye pains, or is itchy, 
he will rub it against the manger, which does not 
improve matters. 

Thirdly, a damp or dry cloth, as the case may be, 
deprives the prehensile hairs or feelers, 
which grow on the upper eyelid, of their 
function. When these feelers are damaged, 
as they often are, it is impossible for them 
to grow normally if the common custom 
of putting on a wet cloth is adopted, for 
this keeps them bent down in an abnormal 
position for perhaps days or weeks to- 
gether, and sometimes, as a result, they 
either break off or fall out. Now, some 
may say that these few hairs are not 
worthy of consideration, but one bas only 
to observe a number of horses, and it will 
be found that these hairs vary greatly in 
length, etc. I cannot help but think that 
the length of these prehensile hairs in 
different horses depends on whether the 
animal has got normal, long, or short 
sight, and that with all horses they act 
as feelers in the dark. I noticed them to 
be greatly increased in number, and some 
of them to be eight inches long in a horse 
which was blind of both eyes; yet this 
animal was able to roam about any stable 
or loose box without inflicting any injury 
on himself. I found, with a great number 
of cases that it was impossible to effect a 
cure of an injured eye till these hairs as- 
sumed their normal length and position. 
I have seen horses during day time, 
whilst turning round in an ordinary six- 
foot stall with boarded sides, rub their 
eyelids against side of stall when deprived 
of these hairs; but, later on, when these 
hairs had grown and assumed their normal 
length and position, no matter how quickly 
or carelessly the animal turned round, the 
eyelids did not come in contact with the 
boards. 

I do not wish to go into the pathology of “ specific 
ophthalmia ;” but, personally, I am convinced that, 
whilst under treatment, the sudden and unexpected 
recurrence of the disease is,in a great number of 
cases, due to, or aggravated by, an external injury, 
which perhaps leaves no mark whatever; hut, if 
the stable has been recently whitewashed, a little 
of the white from wall may be found on lid, proving 
that it has come into contact with the wall; and, 
as a result, very often the eye will be found to be 
in a much worse condition. 

Being convinced that it was not advisable to tie 
a cloth over the eye, and in order to overcome the 
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difficulties connected with it, I next tried aidan’ 
the horse in a dark stable; but, after a few days, the 
atmosphere became so stuffy and foul-smelling from 
the evaporated ammonia, etc., that the animal’s 
health was affected and the eye became worse, 
consequently I had to continue it ! 

I next tried various forms of shades, on the 
blinker principle; also a round leather box, which 
fitted either eye. But each of these had its draw- 
back, and it was only about twelve months ago that 
I hit upon the one of which I now enclose an 
illustration. It is the simplest, cheapest and, 
certainly, the most practical of any I have tried ; 
and, if at first I could have thought of this pattern, 
it would have saved me much time, trouble and_| 
expense. 

The frame work is made of a piece of light iron | 
which is so constructed that it projects over both | 
eyes and carries a loop at either end through which | 
the poll strap of head collar passes. Over this a| 
cloth (preferably dark green or billiard cloth) is 
attached, which above is fixed on to brow-band, and | 
below is fastened round nose by means of an) 
elastic band. This latter arrangement does not | 
interfere with the animal’s feeding. Over the iron | 
bar on outside is sewn a band of leather which | 
prevents the cloth being rubbed or worn in case of | 





I now bring it to the notice of the profession, and 
I trust it will give the same satisfaction in other 
hands as it has given in mine. 

The makers are Messrs. C. H. Huish & Co., Red 
Lion-square, London. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THE PREVENTION OF Mink FEVER. 


Various Continental authorities regard milking 
out of the cow immediately after calving as an im- 
portant cause of milk fever. Siegel, of Norway, 
advises that the cow should not be milked by hand 
at all, the calf being left to suck. 

Sahlmann and Dommerhold, district veterinary 
surgeons in Germany and Holland respectively, 
disagree with this, holding that the calf should 
receive the necessary colostrum as soon as possible 
after birth, and not wait until driven to suck by 
hunger. Their advice is, after calving, to draw 
just so much milk as is required for the calf, and 
abstain from further milking. In Dommerhold’s 
words “ The necessary milk to the calf, do not milk 
further.” 

Dommerhold says that this method has been 


contact with the wall. There is a buckle in centre | tested for some years in Holland with the happiest 
of brow-band by means of which it may be adjusted | results, especially in the ptovince of Friesland, 
to fit either a horse or a pony ; and if necessary the | which contains not only the most milch cows, but 
opening in iron frame can be increased or decreased | also the best. He explains its success in prevent- 
as the case requires by means of pressure at either|ing milk fever by the Continental theory that the 
end. .  |disease is due to a cerebral anemia, which is in- 

With this contrivance both eyes are enclosed in a! duced by the disturbance of the circulation caused 
dark chamber into which no ray of light can pass, | hy milking out of a distended udder. Plenitude and 
nor can any portion of this shade come in contact| distension of the udder—no matter whether it is 
with the animal’s eyes. filled with potassium iodide solution, saline solution, 


There are some who will probably object to this 
shade owing to the fact that it covers both eyes 
whilst only one is under treatment, but here let me 


air, or milk—regulates the circulation, and so pre- 
vents the cerebral anzmia of milk fever, or corrects 
it if present. 


remind them that there are few members of our; Whether or not this somewhat controversial 
profession who have not at some time come across / theory be correct, Dommerhold reports excellent 
cases where through what is commonly termed| results from the practical preventive measure of 
“sympathy” a non-affected eye has become affect- | jimiting milking after calving to the needs of the 








ed in consequence of a disease existing in the other | 
eye. For an affected eye it is necessary to obtain | 
alt possible rest, therefore I maintain that owing to 
their conjugate movements this is impossible unless | 
both eyes be completely shaded. 

This shade has far more advantages and none of 
the disadvantages of the old-fashioned method pre- 
viously alluded to, and by its adoption it will be 
found that the number of cataracts resulting from 
injury to the eyes will be considerably reduced. 

When put on an animal he invariably walks) 
backwards and feels the wall, etc., of box with his 
tail and hips, and so far I have not come across a 
case where the animal under treatment objected to | 
lying down at night when once he got used to the 
shade. | 

Although I have given it an extended trial, using | 


it almost daily for over twelve months with different | 


horses and mules, I have not found anything but 
the best results from its use. 





calf. Some sheds which contain the best type of 
milch cows in the neighbourhood, and in which 
milk fever had formerly appeared repeatedly, have 
been quite free from the disease for eight years, 


during which this method has heen adopted. Cows 


which have previously suffered from milk fever have 
not again become affected when the method has 
been adopted, though Dommerhold admits that a 
reduction of diet before calving contributed towards 


| prevention. 


On one faim of 30 to 40 cows, where this method 
is always followed, only one case of milk fever has 
occurred during twelve years, and on that occasion 
the usual rule was departed from. The udder was 
unusually large and tense, and milking out imme- 
diately after calving was deemed necessary. This 
was done, and an attack of milk fever followed 
within two hours. 

With regard to the theory of cerebral anzmia in 
milk fever, Dommerhold mentions another benefi- 
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cial effect of infusions of air, besides increasing 
tension within the udder. This is that the thick, 
venous blood becomes thinner under the influence 
of air, and thus flows away more easily.— Berliner 
Tier. Woch. 


Opium PoIsoNnING IN THE Doc. 


Jakob, of Munich, records a case of a four-years- 
old Borzoi, which, suffering from a violent attack 
of diarrhoea, was treated by his owner with tincture 
of opium. The animal received about 1 1-3 oz. of 
the tincture within a space of two days, and toxic 
symptoms commenced soon after the administra- 
tion of the last dose. The symptoms were great 
uneasiness and excitement, with periodic muscular 
spasms (tonic-clonic muscular contractions of the 
extremities) with, in addition, considerable hyper- 
sesthesia. The animal rose from the ground with 
difficulty, and, when risen, often showed involun- 
tary movements in a circle. The aspect was ex- 
pressionless, and the pupils were abnormally dila- 
ted. The temperature was 98:2F., the pulse 
slow, and respiration took place slowly, and was 
often interrupted by long pauses. 

As Jakob saw the case four hours after the last 
dose of tincture of opium had been given, he judged 
that remedies to remove and counteract the drug 
would be more successful if introduced into the 
intestine than into thestomach. He therefore first 
gave a clyster of a litre (1? pints) of lukewarm 
water to wash out the intestine, and followed this 


measure up by another clyster of almost the same 
quantity of a one-half per cent. solution of perman- 
ganate of potassium. Black coffee, to which yolk of 


, beematogen and cognac were added, was then 

=~ per orem as a stimulant, and small repeated 

oses of veronal prescribed to ally the nervous 
irritability. 

The next day the nervous symptoms had dimin- 
ished but not disappeared. The pulse and respira- 
tions had risen, the latter being now abnormally 
frequent (72 per minute) and, although regular, 
very laboured. 

e temperature was now 101‘6F. Cough was 
also present, and percussion and auscultation re- 
pa laryngitis and pulmonary cedema in a 
moderate degree of severity. Priessnitz bandages 
were now applied to the thorax and larynx, and 
changed hourly, brisk friction being applied to the 
chest wall with a woollen cloth each time the ban- 

es were changed. 
he animal improved somewhat during the day ; 
and in the evening, shortly after the administration 
of another dose of the previous stimulant, and a 
further clyster (this time only half a litre of a one- 
uarter per cent. solution of permanganate of potas- 
sium), he suddenly showed very marked improve- 
ment. The next morning he had completely re- 
covered from the toxic symptoms and the respira- 
tory disturbance, and, though rather weak, was 
otherwise normal. The toxic symptoms had there- 
fore a duration of about thirty hours.— Berl. Tier. 
Voch. and Wochenschrift fiir Tierheilkunde und 
Viehzucht. 





A New MernHop or DEMONSTRATING THE SPORES 
oF TUBERCLE BACcILLi. 


As a result of work performed by Much, von 
Behring has come to the conclusion that in future 
it will be impossible to rely solely upon the Ziehl 
stain for tubercle bacilli, but that the “ granules,” 
“motes” or spores, as they are called by Much, 
Spengler and von Betegh respectively, must also 
be taken into account. The three last-named 
workers have published methods of staining these 
bodies. Von Betegh, in a preliminary note upon 
the subject (Zentralblatt fiir Bakteriologie), says 
that rather old cultures upon agar are especially 
suitable for the demonstration of spores. The 
method is as follows :— 

(1) Make a thin cover-glass film of pure culture 
or material of a discharge, diluted with serum, etc. 
Dry in the air, and fix carefully over the flame. 

(2) Treat the film with a 10 per cent. solution 
of nitrate of silver over the flame for, at most, a 
minute at a temperature of 80 to 90C. It must 
not be allowed to boil. 

(3) Rinse thoroughly with water. 

(4) Treat with a few drops of a freshly-dissolved 
50 per cent. watery solution of rodinal for 20 to 30 
seconds, till the film becomes brown or blackish- 
brown. 

(5) 
balsam. 

By this method the spores onlyare stained. The 
waxy envelope is either quite unstained or shows a 
scarcely visible brownish tinge; it may, however, 
be demonstrated by counter-staining with carbol- 
fuchsin. The procedure seems to be a specific 
staining method for the spores of acid-fast bacilli — 
(Berliner Tierdrztliche Wochenschrift.) 


RABIES IN FRANCE. 


Rabies, although disappearing from Paris and 
the Departement of the Seine, remains very preva- 
lent in France. The sanitary bulletin of the 
Department of Agriculture states in January of 
this year 107 cases of rabies occurred in France, 
101 Communes and 42 Departements supplying 
cases. In February 123 cases occurred in 117 
Communes and 41 Departements. This make 230 
cases for the first two months of the year, none of 
them occurring either in Paris or the Departement 
of the Seine.—L’ Hygiéne de la Viande et du Lait. 

W. R. C. 


Rinse with water, dry and mount in Canada 





LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The summer meeting was held at the Angel Hotel, 
Peterborough, on Thursday, June 10th, Mr. G. Lock- 
wood, the president, being in the chair, and the mem- 
bers present were Messrs. R. Bett, Benniworth (hon. sec.), 
T. B. Bindloss, Long Sutton ; J. W. Gresswell and J. 
Mackinder, Peterborough ; H. H. Nichols, Oundle, 
R. W. Parks, Wellingborough ; C. W. Townsend, Long 
Stanton ; W. K. Townsend, Market Deeping ; with Mr. 


Trevor Spencer, F.R.C.V.S., Kettering, a visitor. 
The minutes of the Grantham meeting in February 
having been signed, 
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Letters and telegrams retting inability to attend 
were read from Messrs. A. Lennox (vice-president), W. 
A. Allott, W. W. Grasby, F. L. Gooch, C. Hartley, T. 
Holmes, R. W. Knowles, T. A. Rudkin, and H. C. 
Taylor. 

The Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. wrote asking the 
Association to send a delegate to a conference to discuss 
the amalgamation of all veterinary associations in the 
country to be held during the National meeting at 
Harrogate in July. It was decided to do so, an opinion 
being expressed that amalgamation may be beneficial, 
and to pay his railway and hotel expenses. The date 
being unsuitable for the members present, the Secretary 
was requested to select a delegate. 

It was also agreed to send a delegate to the Public 
Health Congress at Leeds in July, to pay his expenses, 
and to contribute a guinea to the funds of the Congress. 
Mr. Bett was appointed to represent the Association. 

Mr. Harry ESTGATE, M.R.C.V.S., Peterborough, 
was duly elected a member of the Association. 

Mr. W. Hoots, of Heckington, was nominated by Mr. 
Bett, seconded by Mr. J. Mackinder, for membership. 

Messrs. JoHn Foutston, of Keelby, T. J. Kea, of 
Gainsborough, were nominated by Mr. Bett, seeonded 
by Mr. J. W. Gresswell. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
G. Lockwoop, M.R.C.V.S., Peterborough. 


Gentlemen,—I desire to thank you most heartily for 
the great honour you have bestowed upon me by electing 
me to be your President for the present year. The news 
of my election to the honoured position came somewhat 
as a surprise to me, seeing that I am such a young mem- 
ber of the Association, only having been elected so 
recently as 1905. However, i shall endeavour to uphold 
the traditions of the office I have been chosen to fulfil, 
and trust that with your combined assistance and my 
own personal efforts I shall be able to hand over the 
reins of office at the expiration of my time with the 
affairs of this Association in as satisfactory a state as | 
find them at the present time, and if I can do anything 
for the welfare of the Association it will be my greatest 
pleasure to attempt it. 

In the first place, I should very much like to see a 
little more earnestness displayed by many members of 
this Association, particularly with regard to their atten- 
dances at meetings and joining in the discussions after 
the reading of papers. If we could get a better atten- 
dance of members at our meetings it would greatly add 
to the pleasure of the essayist for the day ; it would be 
some little return for the ode of labour that anyone 
who is kind enough to read a paper before us must have 
given to its preparation. At the same time it would 
increase to"a marked degree the social enjoyment of the 
occasion, as well as give rise to a more general discussion, 
and therefore a more enlightening one for the members 
of the Association attending the meeting. I do earnestly 
hope that all who have the interests of this Lincolnshire 
Association at heart will try all they possibly can to 
attend the meetings more regularly, to infuse new life 
and energy into an Association which, [ am afraid we 
must honestly admit, is beginning to show signs of 
deterioration, owing to lack of support and esprit de 
corps on the part of some of its members. 

t is usual, I believe, in the course of an address of 
this nature to refer to some of the current topics of the 
day so far as they affect and interest veterinary surgeons. 
To my mind the most important subject before the pro- 
fession at the present time is the proposed Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act Amendment Bill. Though there are neces- 
sarily many points contained in this Bill that.are deba- 


table, I consider that one of the most important items in 


is a very commendable one, and a step in the right 
direction. If accomplished it will place the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons on a sound financial basis 
and give them more liberty of action with regard to 
encouraging research werk and in the general manage- 
ment of the College, as well as provide the College 
authorities with more power to meet the tly in- 
creasing expenses entailed in protecting the general 
interests of the profession and to fight against the great 
amount of quackery that is making its presence felt 
among veterinary surgeons at the present time, and as 
the revenue of the College shows a declining tendency. 
particularly from examination fees, which is the chie 
source of income, it is quite evident that somethi 
must be done to help the College out of the finanei 
difficulty. I consider that an annual Registration fee 
of 10s. 6d. imposed on every veterinary surgeon holdmg 
the diploma of the R.C.V.S. would be quite sufficient to 
meet the pecuniary wants of the College, and at the 
same time would insure a fairly substantial balance in 
the bank to meet emergencies as they. occur.) 

The proposed amalgamation of Veterinary Associa- 
tions, first introduced by Professor Macqueen in 1895, 
has again quite recently ‘been brought forward by 
Dr. Bradley. While fully appreciating the t 
advantages that such an organisation would yield to 
the veterinary profession, in being able to deal as a 
compact body with any subject that affects the general 
welfare of the profession, and that, if Dr. Bradley’s 
scheme were brought to a successful issue, it might 
meade a great factor in improving the scientific and 
social side of our professional life ; yet it seems to me 
that there are very great difficulties to be overcome, 
particularly with regard to the efficient financial manage- 
ment of the scheme, for it to become successful. I 
venture to think that this will be the chief stumbling 
block to the carrying out of the proposed amalgamation. 

We, provincial veterinary surgeons, have heard a good 
deal of discussion these last few months with respect 
to the question of the warranty of animals sold for 
human food. I think that a satisfactory solution to 
this difficulty could be found in an agreement entered 
into by both the vendor and the buyer, by which, at the 
time of sale, in a public market, they each paid a little 
into a common fund, which would be drawn upon by 
the buyer of the animal, in the event of its being con- 
demned by the local authorities’ official as unfit for 
human food. Of course the ideal position with regand 
to this is for the Government to take an active interest 
in the eradication of tuberculosis from our live stock ; 
but, in common with all other ideals, the accomplish- 
ment of this happy state of affairs is attended by almost 
unsurmountable difficulties. When one reflects on what 
has been done in the past in the stamping out of such 
devastating diseases as cattle plague, foot-and-mouth 
disease, pleuro - pueumonia, hydrophobia and other 
diseases, it gives one heart to hope that the extermina- 
tion of the dreaded and costly tuberculosis is not so 
very hopeless as at first sight it might appear, always 
bearing in mind that the carrying out of the operations 
against this disease is entrusted to capable and efficient 
men who understand the subject they take in hand, and 
not placed under the control of those whose knowledge 
of animal diseases is, to put 1t mildly, very slight indeed. 
I will not detain you longer with my remarks. I feel 
certain that you will all be anxious to hear the paper on 
that most interesting subject—“ Johne’s Disease ”—that 
Mr. Townsend has so kindly prepared for this meeting. 
(Applause.) . 


Mr. MAcKINDER proposed a vote of thanks to ‘the 
President for his address,-which was seconded by Mri’ 








it—the proposal to impose an annual Registration fee— 
eu eh od i i oie 


Greswell, who took the opportunity of ¢ongratulating’ 
Mr. Lockwood on his electicuiiand carried ‘unanimously. 
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JOHNE’S DISEASE IN CATTLE. 
By C. W. Townsenp, F.R.C.V.S. 


The subject which I have chosen for my paper this 
afternoon is one which I think will prove particularly 
interesting to the members of the Association, since the 
majority of us are mostly country practitioners. Again, 
I have reasons for believing that this disease is more 
prevalent in the fen districts of this country than in 
many other parts of England. 

There is no doubt that Johne’s disease has existed in 
this and also in other countries for a great number of 
os and yet, up to comparatively recently, it was 
requently mistaken for other conditions which give rise 
to somewhat similar symptoms in cattle. 

The disease was first discovered in Germany b 
Professors Johne and Frothingham in the year 1895. tt 
no doubt owes its name to the former of these pathu- 
logists. Since the discovery of the disease it has been 
found to exist in Germany and other foreign countries, 
and in Great Britain, but I believe Sir John M‘Fadyean 
was the first pathologist to identify it as occurring in 
this country, in the year 1906, as in the March number 
of The Journal of Comparative Pathology the follow- 
ing year he published an excellent report upon the 
disease. 

Johne’s disease was first brought to my notice as 
occurring ina pedigree herd of red polled cattle, between 
two and three years ago. I may here say that I could 
recollect having had animals showing symptonis of this 
disease, previous to this, in this very herd, which were 
got rid of as being useless. 

Since I first diagnosed the disease I have occasionally 
had fresh cases occurring in this herd ; and, although I 
have tried various methods for its prevention and 
eradication, up to now I have not achieved complete 
success. I may say that since fresh cases occur less 
frequently than formerly, I hope that before long it will 
be exterminated in this herd. 

Since meeting with it in this herd I have met with it 
in practically all breeds of cattle, and probably all breeds 
are equally susceptible to this disease. Although it 
may occur as an outbreak affecting several cattle upon 
one farm, I have had reasons for thinking that it most 
commonly occurs in isolated cases, affecting single cattle. 
Moreover it does not appear to spread very rapidly. 

Other names have been given to this disease, among 
which I may mention pseudo-tuberculosis, chronic 
bovine pseudo-tuberculous enteritis, both of which are 
misleading and should not be used when speaking of 
this disease. 

Symproms aND DrAcNosis. 


Since this disease gives rise to no diagnostic symptoms 
which will enable us to distinguish it with certainty 
from other diseased conditions in cattle which give rise 
to somewhat similar symptoms, it is needless for me to 
say it is frequently difficult to diagnos in the living 
animal. .The history of the case and age of the animal 
should assist us in giving our opinion, for it seldom 
affects cattle under two years old. The diseases which 
it is, no doubt, most commonly mistaken for are parasitic 
gastritis and tuberculosis. Post-mortem examination 
easily enables me to distinguish it from either of these 
diseases, as the lesions are not atall similar ; but during 
life it can generally be distinguished from tuberculosis by 
the negative result which infected animals give to tuber- 
culin. I have tested several animals suffering from this 


disease and have never had one give a positive re-action 
to tuberculin. Again, the cough, which is seldom absent 
in advanced cases of tuberculosis, is never a symptom 
of this disease. ; 

As a rule, the first symptom shown is a gradual loss 
of condition ; this is often so slight as to escape unnoticed 





for some considerable time. Soon the wasting becomes 
more apparent, and diarrhoea commences. Beyond this 
diarrhea, wasting, rough, staring coat, there is little to 
attract one’s attention. The appetite is almost always 
maintained—in fact, at the outset, it is qunedie 
increased ; the pulse, temperature, respiration, remain 
normal, and, contrary to what one might expect, there 
is no swelling of the dewlap and intermaxillary space. 
The animal may remain in this condition for some 
+ walsgstans Been 3 for months—especially if its condition 
is maintained by giving good concentrated food and 
tonics generally. i can recollect one case where the 
subject was an aged shorthorn cow, which lived 
considerably over a year with all the symptoms of this 
disease, during which time it did nat appear to’ become 
much worse. This animal when slaughtered showed all 
the characteristic post-mortem lesions. As a rule, how- 
ever, other symptoms will make their appearance. The 
faeces will be practically liquid, very foetid, emaciation 
gradually increases, and soon becomes extreme. In 
former years, no doubt, such animals were included 
under the general description of wasters or piners. 

At this stage the appetite generally begins to fail, 
although in some cases it remains good right up to the 
last ; however, excessive wasting, persistent diarrhoea 
will gradually cause the animal to become weaker and 
weaker until it is no longer able to rise, when death will 
soon take place. 

What has struck me as being very noticeable is the 
rapid loss of flesh which takes place after calving in 
cows affected with this condition. Within the last 
eighteen months three cases of this kind have been 
brought to my notice. In two of them the animals 
maintained a good condition right up to the time of 
calving: in the case of the third cow, although the diar- 
rhoea was evident, the wasting was scarcely noticeable. 
I may say that in none of these cases was this disease 
suspected up to the time of calving, and yet within a 
month all three animals were practically reduced to 
mere skeletons. They were no doubt affected to some 
extent previous to the act of parturition, which had a 
debilitating effect, greatly lessening their natural powers 
of resistance to the organism ; this probably accounted 
for their rapid wasting. 


LESIONS AND Post-MORTEM DIAGNOSIS. 


Whatever difficulties occur in diagnosing this disease 
during life, there is little at post-mortem examination 
of affected animals ; and since the principal objective 
symptom is that of diarrhoea, we naturally look te the 
intestine for the most conspicuous lesion. This is not 
only characteristic but practically the only macroscopic 
one that attracts our attention. 

The disease causes a specific enteritis, affecting nearly 
always both the large and small intestine, to some 
extent. Ifa piece of intestine be taken up between the 
finger and thumb it gives one the impression of having 
an abnormal thickness. When the intestine is slit open 
its mucous membrane will be seen to be thrown into 
wrinkles or folds, which give to it the peculiar corru- 
gated appearance shown in specimen. In advanced cases 

osledie the whole of the intestine may be more or 
ess affected in this manner, but these alterations are 
usually most pronounced in the small bowel. Asa rule 
that portion of the small intestine nearest the stomach 
for a variable length is unaffected, or only shows slight 
alteration. In the jejunum and ileum the alterations 
gradually become more marked, and particularly in the 
terminal portion of the latter. In the large bowel 
similar pathological changes may also be observed, but 
the thickening and corrugated appearance is seldom so 
marked as is the case with the small bowel. 

A peculiarity of the lesion is that one never finds any 
evidence of ulceration or necrosis of the mucons mem- 
brane, and there is seldom any congestion. This seems 
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be ‘a special characteristic of this disease, as one 
would have thought that with such extensive structural 
alteration in the bowel wall one or other of these 
changes would have occurred. 

As previously mentioned, no other organs show an 
pronounced lesion, and we must look upon the intesti- 
nal mucous membrane and feces as predilection seats 
for the multiplication of these bacilli. 

The mesenteric glands may be slightly enlarged, but 
the enlargement is not sufficient to attract one’s atten- 
tion unless specially looked for. When cut into, ex- 
cept that they appear paler than normal, there is little 
to be observed with the naked eye. 

These are the only post-mortem lesions I have ob- 
served, and I will now briefly describe the nature of 
the lesions and the bacilli which are the cause of them. 


THe Lesion. 


In order to study the pathological alterations that 
produce this characteristic thickening of the bowel 
wall one must resort to microscopical examination. 

When a section of bowel is examined under the micros- 
cope, one finds that the changes are limited principally 
to the mucons membrane and its submucous coat, and 
involve a partial or complete destruction of the surface 
epithelium, also the epithelium lining the villi, whilst 
at the same time a certain amount of new cellular tissue 
makes its appearance between the glands and also in 
the substance of the villi, the former causing atrophy of 
the glands from pressure. This cellular infiltration 
may also extend to the submucous coat immediately 
under the deep ends of the intestinal glands. It is in 
this latter position that the bacilli are, as a rule, most 
numerous (as the specimen will show). In fact in this 
position the bacilli may beso numerous that details of 
the original structure cannot be recognised because of 
the colossal numbers of bacilli present. 

These bacilli in their morphological and staining 
character greatly resemble the tubercle bacilli, and there 
is no doubt that in former years the two organisms were 
regarded asidentical. Investigations carried out during 
recent years by Professors Johne and Frothingham in 
Germany, and Prof. Sir John M‘Fadyean in this country, 
have shown that although the becilli closely somuntts 
one another in their morphological character and stain- 
ing reactions, yet in many other ways they are dis- 
tinguishable, and it is now generally accepted that they 
are the cause of two separate diseases. 

In the first place the bacillus of Johne’s disease is not 
pathogenic in the rabbit or guinea-pig. Unlike tuber- 
culosis, the disease appears to be practically confined to 
the bovine species, although it has been stated to occur 
in deer. 

It is not readily transmissible to cattle experiment- 
ally by the ordinary methods of infection. The 
lesions do not at all resemble those of tuberculosis, 
for one never finds any evidence of caseation, calcifica- 
tion or necrosis—changes so constantly present in tuber 
culous lesions. Again, whereas in tuberculosis we 
seldom or never find the lesions limited to the intestine, 
in this disease the intestine is practically the only seat 
in which we find any lesion. Again, the small size of the 
lesion a8 compared with the colossal numbers of bacilli 
which are constantly present is, to my mind, another 
peculiarity of this disease. Finally the negative re- 
action which affected animals give to tuberculin must 
be regarded as an important factor in distinguishing the 
two diseases. 

MoRPHOLOGY AND STAINING OF THE BACcILLus. 


I have already mentioned that this bacillus has no 
distinguishing characters which will enable us to dis- 
tinguish it from that of the tubercle baciillus in its 
morphological and staining reactions (I bave here some 
specimens of both for you to compare). I will therefore 





not take up your time in describing these to you in 
detail, but will merely make a efw remarks upon the 
methods which [ consider are most practicable for the 

uroose of enabling us to discover and identify the 

cilli in the mucous membrane of slaughtered animals 
or in the feces of animals prior to death. I may state 
in passing that, like the tubercle bacillus, it is extremely 
small, and one requires a one-twelfth oil immersion 
lens to demonstrate it. It resembles the tubercle bacil- 
lus in being remarkably acid fast, and also in that it is 
frequently arranged in f ts or bundles. Prof. 
M‘Padyean thinks it is a little shorter and thicker than 
the tubercle bacillus, but this alone does not enable us 
to differentiate the two bacilli under the microscope, as 
the specimens I have will show. 

A simple method for the discovery and staining of 
the bacillus is to make a cower glass preparation from a 
scraping obtained from the mucous membrane of a 
diseased bowel which has been previously carefully 
washed in water. The smear should be dried, when it 
is ready for staining. Perhaps the best and easiest 
method for this is the Ziehl-Neelson (saturated solution 
of Carbol Fuchsin). Expose to this for fully ten 
minutes, decolourise with a 25 per cent. aqueous solu- 
tion of sulphuric acid, in which # should be left until 
completely decolourised ; it may now be washed with 
distilled water, dried, and mounted in Canada balsam. 
By this process only the buacilli and other acid fast 
organisms would be visible, to decolourise the remainder 
of the film and cell nuclei, after washing off the acid a 
contrast stain should be used; for this purpose I 
generally used methylene blue, after which again wash 
dry, ont mount (I have several specimens here treated 
in this way). In staining sections of bowel one must 
also, after removing the methylene blue, dehydrate in 
alcohol, clarify in pt fe oil before mounting. Specimens 
thus prepared will show the alterations previously de- 
scribed. The yumber of bacilli to be found in cover 
glass preparations taken from the mucous membrane I 
have found to vary considerably, even in the same 
animal. In some specimens immense numbers will be 
found in one field of the microscope, whilst in others 
only an odd bacillus here and there can be discovered. 

As regards the diagnosis of this condition in the livin 
animal from microscopical examination of the faces, 
do not think I can do better than give you the opinion 
held by Prof. M‘Fadyean, who states that if one can 
find numerous acid-fast organisms arranged in groups 
in the faeces of the animal suffering from diarrhcea and 
wasting, one may generally conclude such an animal is 
suffering from this disease. 

I may say that I have not found this so easy as one 
might be led to expect, although this is quite possibly 
due to some error on my part in preparing such speci- 
mens, for judging from the large number of bacilli that 
can generally be obtained from scrapings from mucous 
membrane one might conclude that such would be the 
case in the fxces also ; this, however, is not so. 

Cover glass preparations from enlarged mesenteric 
glands may also be made in manner previously de- 
scribed, and in such the bacilli may generally be found. 


Metuop oF INFECTION. 

In all probability the common natural method of 
infection is ingestion, the bacilli being taken into the 
body with the food materials, which have no doubt 
become contaminated with the feces of an affected 
animal. 

TREATMENT AND PREVENTION. 

In my opinion the safest and most rational course to 
adopt, when once diagnosed, is immediate slaughter. 
Attention may then be turned to methods which will 
prevent its further s ; 

In these cases whee the owner wishes one to try 
medicinal treatment, antiseptic astringents and tonics, 
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combined with good, dry, concentrated food to combat 
the anemia and diarrhcea, may be tried. Water should 
be spari given These measures will temporarily 
ch the diarrhcea and wasting, in fact under this 
treatment such animals may, for the time being, appear 
_ to thrive, but as soon as treatmént is stopped the symp- 
toms will reappear as bad as before—it only prolongs 
the animal’s life. In fact when once an animal shows 
pepecuneet symptoms of this disease I have never yet 
ound any medicinal treatment succeed permanently, 
and I believe this is the opinion of most practitioners 
who have met with this disease. 

Since in advanced cases the bacilli are being more or 
less constantly eliminated from the body with the fzces, 
it follows that the pastures, buildings, litter, drains 
etc. will very soon become seriously contaminated, and 
for this reason alone all suspected animals should be 
posse ener isolated, and as soon as the diagnosis is 
confirmed they should be slaughtered. 

Whether infected animals not showing pronounced 

symptoms are dangerous to healthy cattle is not at the 
emg time definitely known, but Prof. M‘Fadyean is 
ed to believe that such is frequently the case, and if 
this is so it may help to explain the difficulty we exper- 
ience in getting rid of this disease when once it has 
established a firm foothold upon a farm. 

The period of incubation is not definitely known, and 

‘here again another difficulty is presented to us in that 
the disease is very insidious in its onset, and at first 
difficult for the ordinary observer to detect. Since it 
seldom affects cattle nnder two years old, the period of 
‘incubation is probably rather a prolonged one, and until 
a suitable medium can be dise@vered in which the 
organism canbe cultivated artificially this will in all 
pay remain unknown. Unfortunately, too, the 
ength of time the bacillus is capable of existence in the 
outer world is yet to be discovered, and until this is 
known all methods of prevention and disinfection will 
present many difficulties to the veterifary surgeon. If 
these two factors were definitely known, one night 
possibly soon eradicate this disease on those farms 
where cases have occurred from time to time for several 

ears past, by using such farms for the time being only 

or horses and sheep, which, so far as we know, are not 
susceptible to the disease. 

It is needless for me to say that all buildings and 
premises in which infected animals have been housed 
should be thoroughly disinfected, and if possible kept 
free from cattle for some considerable time, Manure 

_where such animals have been should be put upon 
arable land and ploughed in, or better still, if possible 
destroyed. 

_ In conelusion, it is my opinion that the best course to 
adopt if the‘farmers of this country wish to exterminate 
this disease from among their cattle, would be for the 
Board, of Agriculture to schedule this among the other 
contagious diseases. Until this is done it will no doubt 
continue to exist, and remain a source of continual 
annoyance and financial loss to farmers. In all proba- 
bility many of the animals, which in former years went 
by. the name of wasters and piners, were the subjects of 
this condition, such animals were no doubt sent to 
market, and in travelling from place to place assisted 
greatly in the spread of this disease. (Applause.) 


Discussion. 


The PresipENT said they had all listened with inter- 
est to Mr. Townsend’s lucid paper on this newly diag: 
nosed disease. ’*He had been keenly anticipating some 
specific from Mr. Townsend, but after what he had told 

‘ofthe disédse’ they would have to look to som 
hologist for more information. He was surpri 
to find how difficult the disease was to deal with, almos 
‘as much so as thberculosis: He should like to ask i 
. Mr: Townsend had noticed the peeuliar little air vesicl 





which formed on the feces. He found lysol and tur- 
pentine, which stopped diarrhoea, useful, though it was 
not a preventive. 

Mr. J. MACKINDER said it was a great pleasure to 
listen to the paper. It was a disease that puzzled a 

ood many. Several lots of cattle in the Peterborough 

istrict had had it, »nd he had instructiuns from his 
market committee to exclude them from the market. 
On the Ist January, he mentioned, they would begin to 
slaughter out for tuberculosis, and the law would be 
very awkward ; for, if it turned out to be Johne's 
disease after slaughter—and not tuberculosis, full value 
would be paid. Dilute sulphuric aeid, he added, was 
the best astringent, and continual doses every day 
seemed to destroy the germs. Sometimes, however, 
when a cure seemed to be effec it broke out again. 
He recommended a half-ounce pure sulphuric acid (B.P.) 
and an ounce of chlorodyne in a pint of water. 

Mr. Bryp.oss did not think the frothy dung a feature 
of the disease. For scour he used fifteen grains of 
chinosol and astringents. 

Mr. MackrInpEeR, asked for a definition of pure 
sulphuric acid, said : Not the black, but B.P.—1 in 12. 

Mr. R. W. Parks congratulated Mr. Townsend on 
his excellent paper—one of the best, he thought, he had 
heard at any Association meeting. He wondered if the 
disease affected sheep! He generally found the bubbles 
in the feces in other forms of diarrhoea as well as in 
this disease. He did not think it was diagnostic at all. 
What did they cultivate the bacillion? Until we had 
a knowledge of this bacillus, as we had of tuberculosis, 
we could not stamp it out. He generally gave turpen- 
tine, and followed it up with ordinary chalk and opium 
in aromatics. The appetite he found was not affected. 

Mr. TREVOR SPENCER said he was glad to be privi- 
leged to hear Mr. Townsend’s paper, for he regarded 
the disease as secondary only to tuberculosis. He 
thought it was the cause of more screw cattle than 
tuberculosis itself. He had several farms in his prac- 
tice where it was always more or less prevalent. It 
was only by persistent treatment that the disease could 
be kept in hand. He thought a change of diet, say 
one exclusively of milk, or milk and sugar, might 
effective, as the bacilli might not thrive on that, and 
he intended giving it a trial. The period of incubation 
should if possible be ascertained, and a knowledge of 
how long the bacilli would live outside the body of 
the animal. He emphasised the necessity for the use 
of antisepties and the provision of good drainage. 

Mr. Townsend, in replying to various questions, said 
that the disease did not seem to appear in animals 
under two years old, which showed that the period of 
incubation wasalong one. It had not been found in 
sheep. He did not know that anything more than the 
usual .experiments were being oe. at the College. The 
appetite, he remarked, was not affected asa rule, though 
the wasting or pining went on, and exhaustion followed. 
The only means of dealing with disease seemed to be 
to kill the animal. ' 

Mr. Bert proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Townsend, 
and asked him to bring the matter forward again at the 
Lincoln meeting. He thought the Board of Agriculture 
should schedule the disease and make further researches. 
The disease was more prevalent in the fens than else- 
where. 

Mr. GRESSWELL, in seconding, suggested that the 
disease might be due in some measure to cotton cake, 
which was often impregnated with sand and caused irri- 
tation. of. bowels, , : 

The resolution was carried, and the discussion will 
be resumed at the Lincoln meeting. 

Mr. TowNnsEND exhibited some pathological specimens 
with his microscope, which he also promised to take to 


Lincoln. / 


A high tea ‘followed the meeting. 
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THE NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The usual quarterly meeting was held in the Muni- 
cipal Technical Institute, Belfast, on Friday, 21st May, 
at 7 pm. The President, Mr. James Gregg, having 
taken the chair, announced that the Association was 
highly honoured that evening by the presence of a very 
distinguished member of the profession, Prof. A. E. 
Mettam, he was sure all present joined him in giving 
the Professor a hearty welcome. He then invited the 
Professor to preside over the meeting. 

Prof. Metra, after briefly acknowledging the com- 
pliment, took the chair. 

The following members were present, viz. : Messrs. 
Howard McConnell, J. McLean, F. R. McRoberts, J. A. 
Thompson, F. W. Emery, J. Ewing Johnston, J. J. 
Ross, J. Kernohan, J. McClure Barry, A. M. Creighton, 
and J. A. Jordan. 

Visitors present were Prof. Mettam and Mr. A. G. 
Doherty. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. Gibson, Watson, 
Taylor, McKenny, Lamont, Hedley, R. Kernohan, 
Smith (Omagh), and Howatt. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were unani- 
mously taken as read and signed. 

Mr. Barry, in accordance with notice, directed the 
attention of members to the practice of veterinary in- 
strument makers exhibiting at shows and selling their 
appliances to others than members of the profession. 

e suggested that members of the North of Ireland 
V.M.A. should cease to give their services gratuitiously 
to such shows, and proposed that the resolution of 
January, 1908, with reference to this matter be rescinded. 

Mr. Ross having formally seconded, it was passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Ross, in accordance with his notice, moved that 
the resolution of 26th July, 1907, in favour of the pro- 
posed Veterinary Surgeons’ Act Amendment Bill be 
rescinded. Mr. Barry seconded. 

After an interesting discussion, in which almost every 
one present took part, the matter was put to a vote, 
when six supported the motion and seven voted against. 
The motion was accordingly lost. 

The Hon. Sec. announced that he had received two 
communications from Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.R.C.V.S., 


‘Chairman of the Frank Wragg Memorial Committee, 


requesting this Association to subscribe to that fund. 
t was proposed by Mr. Johnston, and seconded by 


"Mr. Jordan, that a sum of £2 be subscribed. Passed 


unanimously. 

The question of sending a delegate to the forthcomin 
conference of the Sanitary Congress and the Roya 
Institute of Public Health to be held at Leeds from 
July 17th to 24th was discussed, and it was resolved, 
on the proposition of Mr. Ross, seconded by Mr. 
Gregg, that Mr. Jordan be requested to represent the 
Association and that his expenses be defrayed by the 
Association. Passed unanimously. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Scottish 
Metropolitan Veterinary Medical Society re Amalgama- 
tion of Veterinary Societies inviting this Association 
to send representatives to a meeting which has been 
arranged to take place coincidently with the meeting 
of the National Asseciation at Harrogate this year. After 
discussion it was resolved to allow the matter to stand 


- over, 


Mt. McConneELt introduced the question of making 
copyright all original papers read before this Association 
by members. e ete out that papers containing 
prescriptions and valuable information—meant only for 
members of the profession—were copied from 
veterinary journals by a great number of agricultural 


and other papers and circalated amongst farmers etc. 
This he considered was very unfair to the essiom, 
especially to country practitioners. ! ; 

Prof. Mettam said he thought something might be 
done, and suggested that the matter be referred to 
Council. 

Mr. THoMPSON also suggested that the matter be post- 
poned until a Council be formed, and that in the mean- 
time any papers read before the Association could be 
made copyright if considered necessary. The matter 
then dropped. 


PRESIDENTAL ADDRESS. 
Mer. James Greoe, M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—Allow me to thank you for the honour 
you have done me in again electing me your President. 
I am sure you will not expect too much from me, 
knowing, as you well do, my many imperfections. All 
I can say is that I will give you of my best during the 
year, and will do all I can to further the interests of 
this very flourishing Association in particular and the 
profession in general. I do not propose to give you a 
retrospect of what we have accomplished, but rather 
would I have you to look hopefully to the future, and 
when so looking I would direct your thoughts into two 
channels—(1) The getting of work, or the commercial 
side. (2) The way the work is to be done, or the 
scientific side. 

The getting of work is all important at the present 
moment, on account of the rapid disappearance of the 
horse in cities and towns; therefore it has become a 
necessity to keep our “wares” before Municipalities, 
Councils and Parliament itself ; and, to quote from the 
speech of a medical gentleman delivered at the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association the other dey, 
we will have to continue showing what we are capable 
of doing if we are to get a look in at all in the public 
health administration of these islands. 

It is perhaps not‘dignified to have to push ourselves 
forward like this ; but it must be remembered that we 
are living in a pushful age, and that our big brother— 
the Medical Profession—will not allow us our rightful 
work unless we assert ourselves and try to attract the 
customer, who is no other than that wonderful arbitrator 
known as public opinion. It is pleasant to look back 
occasionally and to see that we have frequently attracted 
this customer, and that he has preferred our “ wares” 
to those offered by the medical profession. However 
we are only on the verge of this friendly business 
competition, and, if we keep at our work manfully, do 
it well and live soberly, we are bound to succeed, seeing 
that we have a monopoly of certain of the “goods” 


uired. 

ay to the way our work should be doue, I will content 
myself by urging you all tu do your best always. Any 
descriptive attempt could only touch on the fringe of 
the subject, so I will give you a few original ideas of my 
own which may be considered hardly true to the text ; 
but, at the same time, they may perhaps lead your 
thoughts into new channels and stimulate some members 
cleverer than myself to work out new methods in 
veterinary science. 

For many years I have been struck by the great 
improvement that takes place in some animals, during 
what might be termed the period of incubation—a 
theory in reference which has at last taken such a hold 
on me that I have determined to avail myself of this 
opportunity to ask our bacteriologists and pathologists 
to assist us in proving it. From personal o tions, 
and in a few cases by actual weighing, I can assert that 
some mierobes or their toxins have a powerful stimulat- 
ing effect on the tissues which tend to make the animal 





the | feed freely, and improve miraculously both in appearance 


and in weight in an incredibly short space of time. 
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Take tetanus: I am sure many have noticed how 
some horses put on flesh for a week or ten days before 
becoming lockjawed. I have, very frequently; and 
ecsayan I have had two horses weighed—-(1) An aged 
bay gelding, which contracted a very mild form of 
tetanus—-so mild indeed that it did not interfere in tke 
least with his feeding propensities. I had him weighed 
on the Ist May last year (immediately after the disease 
was noticed) ; he ed 10 cwt. exactly. On the Ist June 
following he was again put on the bridge, and turned it 
at 10cwt. 2qrs.3lbs. The animal was so improved in 
appearance that he did not look like the same horse. 

By On the 15th January, 1909, I was called to see an 
aged black gelding which had received a nasty wound 
inside the thigh, due to a broken cart-shaft penetrating 
the muscles to a depth of about six inches. Filth had 
argareutiy been on the broken shaft. The wound was 
well syringed out with disinfectants every day. For 
the first four or five days there was great swelling in the 
limb, and the wound kept ugly and unhealthy. On 
the sixth and seventh day a rapid change took place: 
the swelling began to go, the wound contracted and 
looked healthy—altogether beyond expectation! I said 
to the man in charge: “I am afraid this is too good 
news to be true ; he will likely take lockjaw, so I will 
weigh him.” Accordingly, on the 22nd January, he 
turned the bridge at 9cwt. 2qrs. 7lbs. It is no exaggera- 
tion to say that, from this date until 4th February, you 
could have almost seen the animal growing. From a 
very thin horse he developed into a round punch ; 
the wound also made a splendid recovery. When 
put on the bridge again, after eleven days, he scaled 
10 cwt. Oqrs. 23 lbs. This only explained what many 
know and has given rise to many proberbs, snch as “ he 
rides for a fall ;’ “it’s too good to last,” &c. For two 
or three days before last weighing the animal was 
noticed alert-looking, pricking his ears, &c. ; but, on the 
4th, the jaws were s ightly locked ; on the 8th they 
were completely closed, and he was destroyed on the 9th. 

The question I want my learned friends to answer is, 
What increases the weight, and what produces this 
phenominal tonic action on the system ? 

If they answer this question, the next one is: Can 
they do the same artificially, but without killing the 
animal ? 

Similarly in cases of Blackleg—This disease is well- 
known to everyone, and it will be readily admitted that 
the best thriver in the herd is the first to take it, which 
is contrary to all our ideas of infectious or contagious 
diseases — the most robust is usually the last to 
succumb—therefore we must take the rational view of 
the case, and that is that the bullock or heifer outstrips 
its fellows during the period of incubation, which 
according to Professor Mettam may be for an indefinite 
period—or as long as the spores remain in the blood and 
are not introduced into the tissues by some accident or 
other means unknown which would cause a cut, bruise, 
or extravasation. 

In my own experience I have seen (especially in my 
early days on the farm) a herd of 10 to 12 yearling 
calves turned out in the spring, one perhaps looking 
glossy of coat and in good condition, the others all 
scurvey and thin looking, notwithstanding the fact that 
they all received the same class of food, and on more 
than half a dozen occasions I have seen this good calf 
die from Blackleg. Was it the bacilli or their toxins 
that made it a good calf? If not why should it be the 
case that the good one invariably took the disease ? 

Again, from time immemorial caustic or antiseptic 
setons have been introduced into the dewlap as a pre- 
ventive. Do these attract the spores from the blood 


and kill them before they get time to hatch else- 
where ? 

Mettam says “almost any antiseptic will kill the 
bacilli.” 





I am about to try experiments upon a few calves with 
Collodion capsules, filled with a virulent culture of 
blackleg bacilli. These capsules are practically un- 
breakable. They will be introduced under the skin 
and left there. The toxins pass out through the walls 
of the capsule, but the bacilli »nd spores are retained. 
Probably we will have a paper at one of our meetings 
“On opsonins, their action on microbes and toxins,” 
which will no doubt help us to take a correct view 
of these matters. 

If certain sti™ulating organisms could be harnessed 
there is no doubt but they would be of enormous value 
to agriculturists, both from the utility and preventive 
standpoint. 

Then you have the same thing in Tuberculosis. 
During the early stages of the disease, a bullock or 
heifer having a few tubereles will fatten much faster 
than a sound one, and further, the same condition is 
well known in the human subject. 

Animal parasites should «8 come in for some little 
original theught. It is well known that they do an 
immense amount of injury to animals of all kinds. So 
far as I know, no one has attempted to grow worms out- 
side the animal body. Here is a good field for our 
young members. I see no reason why a curative or pre- 
ventive toxin might not be produced if the creatures 
could be induced to live in artificial media. 

There are a few other subjects which we ordinary 
practitioners can assist in clearing up: one is the vexed 
question of purgatives versus carminatives in the treat- 
ment of digestive diseases in cattle. In my early days 
I used to treat a disease, occasionally seen in milk cows, 
and perhaps also in dry cattle. The pathology was not 
then very well defined and for want of a better name we 
called it inflammation of the fourth stomach. This was 
about all you could see on postmortem examination. 
The symptoms are much the same as_ parturient 
apoplexy, but there is no se mone of the glottis, and 
it does not occur after calving. I then treated with 
purgatives, but with unsatisfactory results: latterly I 
have been treating it with large doses of sinapis, 
€ ebris, cayenne and toda bicarb., and they nearly 
all live. 

I would like some of our country friends to give us a 
paper during the year on “the treatment of digestive 
irregularities of the ox.” We have yet much to learn in 
the treatment of cattle. Again, I think we should have 
a paper on the value of certain well known drugs, their 
actions, uses and doses, when used in the different 
diseases and abnormal conditions of every day practice. 

To show what I mean, take, say, Chloral Hydrate, it is 
a wonderful power in veterinary practice if given in 
correct doses. You all know the effect that 14 ounces 
has on a horse threatened with inflammation of the 
bowels—some of you may not have tried the same dose 
on a horse 15 minutes before an operation. My experi- 
ence is that for small operations, such as unnerving and 
castration, it isa great success. Then in the dog it is 
almost a sure antidote for strychnine poisoning if given 
in sufficiently large doses. It is valuable in that com- 
mon complaint of the dog “Epileptic fits”: I use it 
also in this animal when performing small operations. 
Then other drugs like strychnine and nux vomica give 
pow of scope for criticism. Such matters should 

ardly be introduced into a presidential address, but I 
do it simply to point out the way along which we can 
progress at our meetings during the year. 

Last year we spent our time on Veterinary Politics, 
including the New Veterinary Surgeons Act and Veter- 
inary Public Health, so Iam sure you will all be glad to 
get back to the consideration of subjects whereby the 
majority of us make our bread and butter. The other, 
however, was very necessary, and I am pleased to say 
that our united effort has done much good and is likely 
to do much more. 














June 26, 1909 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 





875 





The public has at last made up its mind, that 
Veterinary Surgeons cannot be any longer ignored in 
the administration and working of health laws. 





After a few remarks by Professor Mettam, Mr. 
McConnell proposed a vote of thanks to the President 
for his address, which was seconded by Mr. McRoberts 
and passed. 

Mr. Grece thanked them for the manner in which 
they had received his address. He was glad that his 
contribution met with seme approval, and he thanked 
them very much for the kind reception that had been 
given to the vote of thanks. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. JoRDAN presented a specimen of a renal calculus 
from a horse. The animal from which it was taken had 
been destroyed at the Knackery only on account of old 
age. The kidney substance was entirely destroyed—all 
that was remaining being the capsule. He also presented 
a specimen of a cow’s womb in a very advanced state of 
tuberculosis, 

Both specimens were then handed over to Professor 
Mettam for use at the Veterinary College, Dublin. 

The following were nominated ; election to take place 
at next meeting :— Messrs. ANDREW G. DoHERTY 
Belfast, and Joun L. Morrow Coleraine, proposed 
by Mr. John Kernohan, and seconded by Mr. Barry. 
Captain J. Nicnotas Dundalk, proposed by Mr. J. 
Ewing Johnston, seconded by Mr. Emery. 

A discussion took place as to the practice of signing 
letters to the Press in the name of the Association other 
than those in connection therewith, and it was resolved 
that in future this be discontinued. 

A discussion also took place with reference to tuber- 
culin testing and the examination of horses for insurance 
companies, in which Messrs. Thompson, Ross, Barry, 
Emery and Gregg took part. 

Mr. JoRDAN referred to the death of Mr. Hugh Flood, 
and moved that a vote of condolence be sent to his 
widow. He said Mr. Flood had been one of his colleagues 
in the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruc- 
tion for Treland, and one who he had always held in 
high esteem. 

The motion was carried in silence—all the members 
standing. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the 
business. 

James A. JorDAN, Hon. Secretary. 





THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to draw your attention to the en- 
closed resolution which was passed at Special Meeting 
of the above Society, held on June 17th, and ask you to 
be kind enough to insert it in the next issue of your 
valuable paper.— Yours faithfully, 

July 21st. Hueu A. MacCormack. 
The Editor Veterinary Record. 


RESOLUTION. 


The Central Veterinary Medical Society notes with 
pleasure the proposals of the Milk and Dairies Bill, and 
congratulates the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons on the Tuberculosis Order of the Board 
of Agriculture. 

It further begs to draw the attention of the Council 


to:— 

(1). Section 5 of the proposed Milk and Dairies Bill, 
and to suggest that the deletion of that portion 
of the clause following the words “veterinary 
inspectors” is desirable, 











(2). To suggeat that special attention be paid to para- 
graph |, sub-section (1), section 6, concerning 
“ Qualifications,” ete., of veterinary inspectors. 

(3). To include in the interpretation of the Act, Sec- 
tion 14, a definition of the term “ veterinary 
inspector,” viz. “ a member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

This Society also expresses the hope that the Council 
of the R.C.V.S, will spare no expense in guarding the 
ag of the profession during the passage of this 

ill. 

It was further resolved that a copy of this resolution 
be sent to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
the Secretaries of the various Veterinary Medica 
Societies, and the Editors of the Veterinary Press. 





British Dairy Farmers’ Association— 
Conference in Cheshire. 


Lord Belper presided. He called on Mr. Primrose 
M‘Connell, F.G.S., F.H.A.S., North Wyke, Southmin- 
ster, to read his paper on “The Milk and Dairies Bill.” 

From a report in 7'he Scottish Farmer we take the 
following extract :— 

“To me, therefore, the chief drawback to the bill is 
the power given to Medical Officers of Health in the 
administration of it. We most of us know of instances 
of rampant idiocy on the part of many of these gentle- 
men, and though this bill, if it becomes law, will curb 
them somewhat, yet too much power is still allowed 
them. In my student days I worked in the same 
laboratories with some of the men who first went in for 
the study of sanitary science and gained the degree in 
public health, and I took some interest in their studies. 
For the purposes of this paper I looked up the curri- 
culum now carried out at one of the most important 
schools, and find, as before, that it is distinguished by 
what is not taught about the inspection of farms. Can- 
didates have to “get up” all Sanitary Acts of Parlia- 
ment, mnst be able to make microscopic slides of the 
microbes of infectious diseases, must have walked an 
infectious hospital for three months, and so on, with 
several ‘other things ; but I do not see that they have 
to “walk” a cowshed for three months, or in any way 
make themselves acquainted with the practical produc- 
tion of milk. 

When the M.O.H. is. going to “inspect” a herd of 
cows as distinct from a dairy (though a “dairy” is ex- 

lained in the bill to include the cowshed and the cows 
In it at times) he is to take a veterinary surgeon or a 
veterinary inspector with him. This is for the pur 
of preventing him from making a fool of himself, but to 
me it is obvious that an official who requires to take his 
dry-nurse with him is not fit to be let loose on unpro- 
tected dairy farmers. Because his actual visits to the 
farm are hedged about with certain restrictions he is 
the more likely to break out as the result of tests made 
in his own laboratory in town, and the restrictions on 
his irruptions in this direction are not adequate 
enough. 

The most satisfactory method to all the parties con- 
cerned would be to shunt the M.O.H. on to a siding 
altogether as regards dairy farms, and appoint a properly 
qualified veterinary inspector. I notice that the two 
phrases “veterinary inspector” and “ veterinary sur- 
geon” are used in the bill. Ido not know if is in- 
tended to imply that there are two different kinds of 
individuals, but my suggestion is that a properly quali- 
fied M.R.C.V.S. is most likely to make the best kind of 
inspector, and act on his own initiative. 

If the Medical Officer of Health is to run the busi- 
ness, then I beg to suggest that he be further trained so 
as to be able to come up to the following standards :— 
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° He shall be able to know a bull from a cow. . | 
2) He shall be able to milk a cow in the way he 

demands that it should be done. 

(3) He shall be able to groom a cow, wash its udder, 
clean its teeth, comb out its tail, &c., in the way he 
wants it to be done and at the times he specifies, say, at 
three or four o’clock in the winter mornings, as well as 
in the afternoon. 

(4) He shall be able to “ muck out” and swill down 
a cowshed in the way and at the hours he prescribes. 

(5) He shall be able to distingnish a tnberculous 
udder from one in the usual swelled state after calving, 
from one suffering from “weed” or mammitis, and 
from one with a teat that has become “blind” and 
indurated as the result of injury or former inflamma- 
tion. 

(6) He shall know enough of the bacteriology of milk 
to be able to differentiate between the half-dozen 
microbes which cause disease if they get into the milk, 
and, say, 130 others which may be met with in milk and 
are either useful and necessary in the same, or at least 
do no harm: in other words he must know “ whole- 
some” from “ unwholesome ” microbes.” 

“ Tt is unsatisfactory to note that each M.O.H. shall 
not be confined to his own district. Hitherto there 
seems to have been no limit, and cases have occurred 
where a farmer has had to put things right to suit 
the inspector sent by one authority only to find that an 
inspector from another authority could condemn them. 
Even among the officials themselves this leads to fric- 
tion, for the county inspector resents the incursions of 
the town inspector intg his territory, and the latter’s in- 
terference where the county official thinks he ought to 
know best, and probably thinks so rightly. 1n future 
an inspector going outside his own district need only 


means to make trouble, but this dual control—which 
may in some cases be treble or quadruple where farmers 
send milk to different towns—is a state of matters we 
must have ended. If there is a qualified county inspec- 
tor who has examined and passed a cowshed and its 
cows and belongings, that ought to be enough ; if the 
man in town finds that the milk under his microscope is 
not right, let him notify the county man to see to it, and 
let the latter do the work. 


Chief Inspector of Stock, N.S.W. 
Mr. Stewart's Successor. 


The Public Service Board, subject to the approval of 
the Executive Council, has recommended the appoint- 
ment of Mr. 8S. T. D. Symons, M.R.C.V.8., Chief 
Veterinary Inspector to the Department of Public 
Health, to the position of Senior Government Veterinary 
Surgeon, and Chief Inspector of Stock. This gentleman 
first entered the Government service in May, 1892, seven- 
teen years ago, and succeeded to his present office in 1904, 
on the retirement of Mr. Edward Stanley, F.R.C.V.S. 
Prior to coming to Australia he was seven years in 
India, and obtained a good insight into the subject of 
army remounts, as supply and requirements then existed. 
He has travelled far and wide in this State on duty, 
and also in many other parts of the Commonwealth and 
New Zealand, so cannot be classed as a new chum, 
and, with a sound professional knowledge, he has a lot of 
hard, practical, common sense. We believe the Minister 
for Agriculture is to be congratulated on having the 
position filled by a loyal and straight-going officer, and 
the man on the land can rest assured that his best 
interests will not be overlooked, and that he will be 








notify-the sanitary authorities of the district where he 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


treated courteously.—7he Sydney Stock Journal. 
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Foot- Sh 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep] §=Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Onut-]| Onut- | Slaugb- 
breaks) mals. fbreaka| mals. breaks mals. Dogs. | Other}, ak breaks.| tered * 
- U ——— — — ——— 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended June 19 | 22 25] 10 | 38 1 53 432 
1908 2% | 29 9| 2% 2 75 529 
Corresponding week in 1907 18 19 18 | 50 a 69 335 
1906. 13 | 16 2 | 47 2 32 | 198 
Total for 25 weeks, 1909 | 699 934 291 | 1113 455 869 7837 
1908 602 791 8 112 324 1298 628 1126 5570 
Corresponding period in 1907 691 791 455 1098 396 1273 5953 
1906 500 745 547 1034 285 608 3125 
Roard of Agriculture and Fisheries, Parasitic Mange. 
June 22, 1909 Outbreaks. 
IRELAND. Week ended June 12 c: che SS Te. 43 
1908 1 1 2 133 
Corresponding Week in 1907 3 4 1 50 
1908 i é st SR a 5 lim. eh dain ie 
~ 

Total for 24 weeks, 1909 s . bed 378 87 606 
1908 4 7 Re key? 21 263 27 | 1956 
di iod i 1907 1 3 | 1] 1 48 166 62 | 1103 
Ca * 1908 2) 3 | 3 | 10 50 143 40 | 497 
* Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction forlreland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 16, 1900 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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A “Whistler."’ — Horse Dealer's Action for oa 


Breach of Warranty. 


At the Howden County Court on Wednesday, 
May 26, before Judge Dodd, K.C., a claim for £44 was 
made by Mr. T. Eland, a well-known farmer and horse 
dealer, of Bubwith, against Mr. John Hudsen, butcher, 
of Retford, alleged to be due for damages for breach of 
warranty on a horse. 

From the opening statement and evidence it transpired 
that plaintiff and his son visited Retford Fair in October 
last and saw achestnut mare belonging to the defendant, 
but this interview ended fruitlessly. In March, Mr. 
Eland, jun., was again at Retford, and subsequently 
agreed, on defendant giving an undertaking that the 
animal was sound in wind, to purchase it for £41. It 
was sent to Bubwith on the 24th of March, and on the 
3rd of April, when Mr. W. Burton, of London, saw 
the animal and tested it, it was found to be a “ whistler.” 
The veterinary was called in and certified it to be 
unsound, and the animal was returned on the 5th April: 
Defendant had cashed the cheque and retained the mare, 
and was counter-claiming £3 10s. for keep of the mare. 

By Mr. Williamson: Is not eleven days more than 
ample for a horse to go wrong in his wind? 

Mr. Eland, jun. : Not under the circumstances. 

The Judge: Is this the first time you have bought 


wrong for Py father !—Witness: Yes, it is. 
The Judge: And you said, “Oh, that I had had a 
warranty !”—(Laughte 


r.) 

Mr. P. Deighton, M.R.C.V.S. (Selby), said that before 
the mare became a “ whistler” symptoms would show 
themselves. It could not become a “ whistler” in less 
than about three months. 

Mr. Williamson said that his defence was that a 
warranty was never given ; and, if one was given, the 
said the animal was perfectly sound when it was sold. 
The most extraordinary thing that had taken place in a 
horse case was that Eland had left the horse for eleven 
days in his stable before he aseertained what was the 
matter. 

Several witnesses were called, and eventually, after a 
hearing extending over some hours, the jury found that 
the warranty had been broken, and they gave a verdict 
for plaintiff for £43, with costs.— Thorne and Doncaster 
Advertiser. 





Glasgow Veterinary College (Incorporaied). 


This College has been incorporated under the Com- 

nies (Consolidation) Act, 1908, with the well-known 
Feshewer James M‘Call, F.R.C.V.S., as Principal. The 
College is now under the management of a representa- 
tive and influential body of governors, acting under a 
scheme approved by the Scotch Education Department. 
Students, professional and non-professional, are eligible, 
under certain conditions, to be the recipients of bursaries 
of considerable value if nominated by the Secondary 
Education Committee of the county in which they 
reside. The College nae omg a complete course of 
instruction in the subjects of examination for the 
diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and the matriculation examination takes place on the 
9th, 10th and 11th September. Those intending to 
become students should apply to the Principal, or to 
Mr. Alexander Russell, interim Secretary, 54, West 
Nile Street, Glasgow, for the College prospectus. 





Scarlet Fever from Milk. 

An epidemic of scarlet fever, which has been traced 
to milk brought from Wiltshire and Dorset, is at 
present causing much anxiety to the sanitary authorities 
of Kingston and Wimbledon and adjacent districts of 
Surrey, as well as to the City of Westminster. At 


cases had been 
edical Officer of 
Haalth, took very energetic measures to prevent the 


Kingston, where, on Saturday, ninet 
tified Dr. H. Beale Collins, the 


spread of the disease. The last week in June is the 
period of Sunday school treats, and all the elementary 
schools of the town are closed for the week. On the 
advice of Dr. Collins the schools are to remain closed 
for a fortnight, all the school treats are abandoned and 
the Sunday schools will not meet. With the assistance 
of the County Medical Officer of Wiltshire one source of 
the infection has been found, and the milk supply from 
it stopped. In Dorset, where there is no County Medical 
Officer, considerable difficulty has been experienced in 
tracing the infected supply of milk to its source. 
Happily the type of the epidemic is a mild one, and, 
owing to the prompt steps taken by the sanitary officers, 
it is hoped that the disease will soon be stamped out. 


Personal. 


PowELL.—On the 21st inst., the wife of Charles A. 
Powell, M.R.C.V.S., The Sand House, Woburn, Beds., 
of a daughter. 


Scotngey GrorGe—GaINER.—On the 18th May, at St. 
Paul’s Church, Kamloops, B.C.. by the Rev. H. 8. 
Akehurst, Herbert H. Scotncy George, M.R.C.V.S., 
Lond., fourth son of the late E. C. George, of the Indian 
Civil Service, to Violet Mary, only daughter of the late 
Robert Gainer, of Stonehouse, Glos., and of Mrs. Gainer, 
of Fruitlands, B.C. Indian papers, please copy. 


Mr. Epwarp Woopcer, M.R.C.V.8., of Blakesley- 
avenue, Ealing, who died on April 11th, aged 75 years, 
left estate of the gross value of £17303 14s. 5d., of which 
the net personalty has been sworn at £13,888 10s. 9d. 





ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 11. 
TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED List. 


Vet.-Lieut. J. Adamson, from the 9th Lancashire 
R.G.A. (Vols.), to be Vet.-Lieut., with precedence as in 
the Vol. Force. 


June 18. 

Vet.-Lieut. W. V. Tuson, from the Shropshire L.Y., to 
be Vet.-Lieut., with precedence as in the 1.Y. Dated 
April 1, 1908. 

June 22. 

Vet.-Major Arnold Porritt, from the 5th Lancashire 
R.G.A. (Vols.), to be Vet.-Major, with precedence as in 
the Vol. Force. Dated April 1, 1908. 

Vet.-Lieut. Arthur Walker, from the 2nd Lancashire 
R.G.A. (Vols.), to be Vet.-Lieut., with precedence as in 
the Vol. Force. Dated April 1, 1908. 

Vet.-Lieut. George Marks Davey, from the 4th Lan- 
cashire R.G.A. (Vols.), to be Vet.-Lieut., with precedence 
as inthe Vol. Force. Dated April 1, 1908. 

Joseph Robert Crone to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated 
May 10, 1909. 





Obituary. 

We deeply regret to report the death of Captain D. J. 
Quinlan, Army Veterinary Corps, which occurred in 
India on the 23rd instant from hydrophobia, 

Captain Quinlan was a most efficient officer, and will 
bea ag loss to the service, and he was so universally 
pope ar that the news of his untimely death will be a 
at blow to very many friends, both at home and in 

ndia. ° 
Born on January 15th, 1877, he entered the Royal 





Veterinary College, Camden Town, from the Dublin 
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University, and graduated July 12th, 1899. He served 
as a civil veterinary surgeon in South Africa from 
November 13th, 1899, was mentioned in despatches, and 
his commission was antedated to that date in conse- 
uence. He was in possession of the Queen’s South 
frican medal with three clasps, and the King’s South 
Africen medal with two clasps. 

In October, 1902, he preceeded to India, and was pro- 
moted captain November 13th, 1904. Since April Ist, 
1903, he had been ewployed with the Army Remount 
Department of India. 

reat sympathy is felt for his widow, and for his 
mother who is his only surviving parent. 

War Office, June 24. 


Army VETERINARY SERVICE DINNER. 

At the Annual Dinner, at Whitehall Rooms, Hotel 
Metropole, W.C , on 18th June, there were present :— 

Major-Generals F. Smith, C.B., C.M.G., presiding, and 
H. Le ne C.B 

Colonels F. Duck, Kay Lees, R. Pringle, D.S.O., R. 
Poyser, D.S.O., A. E. Queripel, and W. B. Walters, C.B. 

ieut.-Colonels A. F. Appleton, C. E. Nuthall, R. W. 
Raymond, J. Reilly, and na Rowe. 

Majors A. E. Clarke, R L. Cranford, C. B. M. Harris, 
D.S.O, F. Joslen, E. J. Lawson, W. A. McDougall, C. 
Rose, H. T. Sawyer, W. R. Walker, and G. N. Williams. 

Captains J. J. Aitken, E. B. Bartlett, H. M. Durant, 
W. B. Edwards, H_ E. Gibbs, H. Greenfield, G. T. Jack- 
son, A. Leaning, W. R. Neale, A. Olver, J. R. Steeven- 
son, A. G. Todd, E. J. Wadley, H. (. Welch, A. J. 
Williams, and W. A. Wood. 

Lieutenants A. B. Bowhay, W. F. L. Bright, E. H. 
Brogan, T. E. Burridge, R. A. Gooderidge, E. P. V. 
Hearne, J. J. Hilliard, B. A. Jarvis, C. A. Murray, J. W. 
Rainey, W. H. Simpson, and G. E. Tilliard. 

Lieutenant and Quartermaster T. E. Campey. 


ArMy VETERINARY Corps. 

Capt. H. C. Welch has been detailed for duty with 
the Hey tian Army. 

Capt. F. Fail embarked for Egypt on 18th inst. 

Major G. M. Williams has been granted four months 
leave from pt. . 

The following transfers have taken place :— 

Capts. H. T. Ryan, from Curragh to Fermoy; H. M. 
Durrant, Aldershot tc Salisbury ; J. R. Steevenson, 
Chatham to Woolwich ; Lieut. J. W. Rainey, Woolwich 
to Chatham. 








OBITUARY. 


AtrreD Hopekrns, M.R.C.V.S., Hanley. 
Graduated, Lond. : Dec. 1866. 


We regret to have to report the very sudden death of 
Mr. Alfred Hodgkins, of York Street, Hanley. In the 
performance of his official duties Mr. Hodgkins attended 
the Hanley Cattle Market on Tuesday, 15th inst., and 
was present at the meeting of the Markets Committee 
of the Town Council held in the afternoon. Several 
people noticed that he seemed more jovial than usual, 
and members of his family assert that he was more 
cheerful than customary when he retired to rest. He 
had scarcely gone into bed, however, before he had a 
seizure of some kind, and before medical aid could be 
summoned death had taken place. 

Mr. Hodgkins held several important offices under 
the Hanley Corporation. He was Inspector under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, Meat Inspector under the 
Sales of Food and Drugs Acts, and Inspector of Dairies, 
Cowsheds and Milkshops. 

Mr. Alfred Hodgkins succeeded his father in the 
various offices indicated on the death of the latter in 
1901, the late Mr. Samuel Hodgkins having performed 
the duties since 1869. Mr. Alfred Hodgkins was in his 
early life associated with the Yeomanry, and was in the 





escort which attended on the King when, as Prince of 
Wales, he laid the corner-stone of the North Stafford- 
shire Infirmary at Hartshill. The deceased was sixty- 
seven years of age. 


Mr. W. M. Huntbach, the Hanley Borough Coroner, 
held an inquest at the Town Hall on Friday morning. 

Evidence of identification was given by his son, Mr. 
Alfred Samuel Hodgkins. 

Dr. Sworn, who saw the body about half an hour 
after death, said that in his opinion death was due to 
heart failure. 

A verdict in accordance with the medical evidence 
was returned. 

Sympathetic references to the decease of Mr. Hodgkins 
were made by the Coroner and several of the jurymen. 

The funeral tuok place on Friday at the Hanley 
Borough Cemetery.—7'he Staffordshire Sentinel. 


Tomas E. Baker, M.R.C.V.S., Crewkerne. 
Lond.: July, 1884. 

Much regret is felt in Crewkerne and the neighbour- 
hood at the death, which occurred from pneumonia early 
on Tuesday morning of Mr. T. E. Baker, of “ Kincora,” 
Church-street. Deceased, who passed away after a short 
illness at the early age of 48, took an active interest in 
local affairs. For many years he acted as hon. veterinary 
surgeon at the Crewkerne and District Horse Show, and 
also at the Crewkerne and West Somerset Steeplechases. 
He was at one time a member of the Crewkerne Urban 
District Council. 

A widow, two sons, and three daughters are left to 
mourn their loss, and much sympathy is expressed with 
them in their sad bereavement. 


D. J. Quintan, M.R.C.V.S., Capt. A.V.C., Bengal. 
_Lond. ;_Dec., 1802._ 











CORRESPONDENCE. 





THE VETERINARY BILL. 
Sir, 
I thank my friend Mr. Hunting for his acknowledgment 
of my “reasonableness,’’ and although sharing with him 
the desire for more of the esprit de corps among us, and 
even thinking compromises sometimes beneficial, I maintain 
that the truth should at any cost be upheld, and although 
the party to which I have the honour to belong may live in 
glass-houses, their doings are at least transparent and above- 
board. 

My friend’s retort on the whole question, which is virtu- 
ally a vote of censure, is, for him, weak; he is just now suf- 
fering from a general complacency towards the profession as 
a whole and the Council in particular, but the fit will pass, 
and we shall again see him “righting the wrong’’; in the 
meantime he justly warns us against individualism, which 
should always give way to the common weal, although the 
individual can be his own casuist. One more word—it 
would take three years from now to get an equal opposition 
on the Council, what might not happen in the interval ?— 
Yours falthfully, 

Knightsbridge, June 23. Henry Dyer. 


(‘It would take three years from now’’ because a small 
minority cannot command votes. It would probably take 
thirty for the opponents to become a majority.—Eb.] 





VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE BUDGET. 
Sir, 

We have had, in your columns, evidence that some 
effort has been made by individual members of the Pro- 
fession to bring home to the minds of members of Parliament 
that certain provisions of the Finance Bill will unjustly 
affect those veterinary surgeons who use motor cars to do 
their daily work. 





ce of 
ford- 
ixty- 


oner, 
rg. 

Mr. 
hour 
1e to 


ence 


kins 
nen. 


nley 


lent 
him 
and 
tain 
igh 
. in 
ve- 


rtu- 
suf- 
las 
aSS, 
the 
ich 
the 
—it 
ion 
o— 


all 
ake 


me 
ro- 
ent 
tly 











UMI 


June 26, 1909 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


879 





I, too, have approached the member for my division in a 
letter—a copy of which I enclose, together with the hon. 
gentleman’s reply. 

There is not much in the latter, especially when taken in 
conjunction with Sir Francis Channing’s speech in the 
House the other evening, in which he said that an outstand- 
ing feature of the Budget was the pronounced justice with 
which the new taxes were imposed as between different 
classes of the community, the date of this speech being 
since that of his letter to me. 

It may be well to remind our members that the new tax 
is to be imposed on horse-power as arrived at by R.A.C. 
rating, which means that six guineas a year may have to be 
paid on acar of 10 to 12 horse-power. It is just possible, 
too, that the medical man may get a rebate on his petrol, so 
that the interests which we have at stake are not incon- 
siderable. 

The Royal College is, doubtless, taking action on our 
behalf, but I am sure we should all be interested to know 
that this is the case.—Your obedient servant, 

TREVOR F. SPENCER. 
[Copy.] 
Kettering, May 17th, 1909. 
Sir Francis Channing, Bart., 
House of Commons, London. 
Dear Sir, 

May I, as one of your constituents, respectfully call your 
attention to a proposal in the Budget, now before the House 
of Commons, which, if passed in its present form, will 
cause a grave injustice to a small but hard-working body of 
professional men. You are doubtless aware that, in the 
increased scale of taxation of motor cars, medical men are 
to pay only half the tax. It appears, from Press reports of 
a question asked of the Chancellor of the Exchequer the 
other day, that members of the veterinary profession are 
not to be allowed this rebate, but are to be taxed on the full 
amount. 

Now, in making this distinction, I am sure Mr Lloyd 
George is not aware of the fact that a comparatively large 
and increasing number of veterinary surgeons are owners of 
motor cars, which they use expressly for professional 
purposes, in preference to horses, as being more speedy, and 
that this increased taxation, as compared with medical men, 
will be looked on by them as a grave and undeserved 
injustice ! 

May I respectfully ask your kind aid in an attempt to get 
removed this distinction between the medical and veterinary 
professions? We are not complaining of the tax itself, but 
simply of the obvious suggestion that we deserve less well 
of our country than is the case with our medical confrére. 

The veterinary profession bas been instrumental in stamp- 
ing out contagious cattle disease in Great Britain to a point 
which is not enjoyed by any other country in the world. 
Their average journeys are a 100 percent. longer than those 
of medical men. Their fees are very considerably less, and 
their work of a much more laborious nature. When 
employed by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries they 
are allowed only 4d. per mile for the use of a privately- 
owned motor car, the running cost of which will be very 
considerably increased by the new taxation. Asa further 
reason why we deserve some consideration may I point out 
that the increased tax on spirit has sent up the price of a 
large portion of the drugs we use—in some cases to a pro- 
hibitive extent—and that, as the dose of a spirit tincture for 
a horse is about sixteen times that for a human being, we 
shall suffer in this direction out of all proportion to the 
medical man. 


At the quarterly meeting of the Midland Counties Veter- | 


inary Medical Association (of which I have honour to be 
President) held in Birmingham on Wednesday last, this 
motor car tax was discussed, and the Hon. Secretary was 
instructed to communicate the views of the members to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

These views are substantially those with which I am tak- 
ing theliberty to trouble you. If you couldesee your way to 
speak for us, and to use your influence in this, to us, im- 
portant matter, we should always consider ourselves under 
a deep debt of gratitude to you.—Yours faithfully, 

TREVOR F. SPENCER. 





Dear Sir, 

I regret yours has remained unanswered till now. 

There is much force in what is urged on behalf of relief 
to veterinary surgeons in respect to the motor tax, and I 
hope weight will be attached to these arguments by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Yours faithfully, 

Francis A. CHANNING. 

40 Eaton Place, S.W., June 3. 





THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE MOTOR CAR. 
Sir, 

The motor car industry as fashion’s toy and the profess- 
ional man’s servant appears to have come to stay. 

The man who has no neighbouring practitioners and who 
has a big patch of ground in which he alone reigns supreme 
will find that he may employ one profitably, get his meals in 
comfort, and meditate a little oftener on his latter end. 
The Board of Agriculture Inspector, especially if holding a 
county appointment, will find the car extremely useful, but 
if he does not desire to disappear one day in a cloud of dust 
he will probably let an expert drive him, or at any rate take 
a man experienced in the vagaries of motor cars with 
him. 

Several expert burglaries have been successfully carried 
out by a sudden nocturnal dash on an unprotected or unpre- 
pared El Dorado, and the proceeds have been sold some- 
times before the owner knew he had been robbed. 

Each veterinary surgeon—if a reasonably skilful man, is 
entitled to cultivate his own liitle plot in peace—he should 
not be subjected to attacks on his preserves by men who 
come and go like the morning mist. Occasionally, however, 
he finds that work he counted on doing has already been 
done by the man inthe motor car. This sharpshooter has 
made a dash, taken the fee that ought to have come to him, 
and gone to count his gains before the payer of the taxes in 
the district visited realises that he has lost some work. All 
this may be very ‘uptodate’ but it doesn’t make some 
veterinary surgeons think that the tax on motor cars is too 
high, rather the reverse.—Yours truly, 

One Man, One District, 


THE VETERINARY SURGEONS’ AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
Sir, 

I still await some answer to my challenge to the eight 
recently-elected Members of Council to prove their charge 
or stand convicted of wilfully disseminating a damaging 
and untruthful statement. 

At present Iam not concerned with the parrot-like cries 
of anonymous scribblers, or with the sophistries of the 
oblique apologist, who, to prove his client’s relative truth- 
fulness, is prepared to assert that all men are liars! For 
the time they may pass. 

The eight Members of Council have been directly 
challenged as to the truth of a specific statement, and I 
leave it to the Profession to judge what, under the circum- 
stances, their continued silence will imply.—I am, Sir, yours 
faithfully, Jno. A. W. DoLrar 

56, New Bond Street, London, W., 

June 23rd, 1909. 





[We suggest that the Members of Council are quite 
satisfied to ‘‘ leave it to the Profession to judge.'’—Eb.}) 








ComMuNIcATIONS AND Papers Recervep.—Messrs. T. F. 
Spencer, C. Morgan, A. J. McIntosh, J. Furniss. 

The Farmer and Stockbreeder, The Yorkshire Post, The 
Yorkshire Herald. July 19. 


Messrs. W. J. Young, A. 8. Hodgkins, C. A. Powell, J. 
A.W. Dollar, H. Dyer. ‘‘One man, one district.’’ 
Report of Director General and Live Stock Commissioner, 
Dept: of Agric: Canada, J.G. Rutherford. 
The Yorkshire Post, Newbury Weekly News. The Scotsman. 
July 26. 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretarie 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.z.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.n.c.v.s., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Care or Goop Horz V.M.S8. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.n.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 
Centrat V.M.S8. 
Pres. Mr. F. T. G. Hobday, F.n.0.v.8., F.8.S.E. 
165 Church Street, Kensington, W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R.v.v.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red I.ion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 
Centra Canapa V.A. 
Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Centra V,A. or TreLanp. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.0.v.s., Ennis 
Hon, Sec. Mr. M. J. Cleary, m 8.0.v.8., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.n.0.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. James Robertson, m.R.c.v.s. 
House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guaseow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 
Ver. Mep. Assn. or [RELANp. 
Pres; Mr. J. Holland, m z.c v.s., Athy 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, m.n.c.v.s., 
171 Great Britain-street, Dublin 
Mr, M. Hedley, F.x.c.v.s , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 
LancasHing V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Munro, m.8.0.v.s., Altrincham 


Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.0.v.s. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
Lincotnsuire V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. G. Lockwood, m.n.c.v.s., Peterborough 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. R.F. Bett, m.n.c.v.s., 
Midland Railway, Derby 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
LiverPpoo. University V.M.S. 
Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.n.c.v.s., 
102 Quay-street, Manchester 
Prof. H. E. Annett, The University, 
Arn ld Richardson, M.R.C.V.8 
111 Arundel "Avenue, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 
Ver. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Mr. J. Welch, Roland 
Sec. d@ Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 
Mrpianp Countizs V.M.A. 
Mr. Trevor Spencer, M.R.c.v.8., 
Montague House, Kettering 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.8.0.v.s., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 
Nationa, Vet. AssociaTION. 
Prex- Mr. G, E. Bowman, m.n.c.v.s., Leeds. 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.z.c.v.s. 
Treas: Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.8.0.v.8., Maidenhead 
Ngriona, Verermnaky Benevotent & Mortva. 
Derence Soctery. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.8.0.¥.s., 


uay-street, Manchcster 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.z.0.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Mancheste 


Hon. Sec: 


Hon, Treas: 


Pres: 


Hon. Secs: 


Pres: 
Hon. 


Pres: 





Norte or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. 8S, Elphick, m.n.0.v.s., 
56 Eldon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.3.c.v.8. 
25 Marlborough- -street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Nort or Irnrianp V.M.A. 
Mr. J. Gregg, F.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.8.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Hon. See: 


Pres: 
Hon. 
Hon. 


Norts or Scortanp V.M.8. 
Mr. D. Morrison, m.n.c.v.s., New Deer, Aberdeen 
Sec. @ Treas: Mr. Geo. Howie, M.R.C.V.8., 
Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


Norto Wares V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. G. J. Evans, m.R.0.v.s., Bangor 
Aon. Sec. & Treas. T.C. Howatson, m.R.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Pres: 
Hon. 


Province or Quesec V.M.A. 
Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. L. Stroud, ¥.R.c.v.s., Spring-st, Paddington, W. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, F.8.c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Roya Scortisy V.8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.8.0.v.8., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: 


Hon. Sec: 


Royan Vererrmnary Coiiece M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. L. Sheather, m R.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, V. Pride Jones. 


Scorriss Merroronitan V.M.S. 
Mr. O. Charnock Bradley, m.p., D.sc., M.B.0.V.8., 
Royal Dick Vet. College 
Mr. A. Gofton, m.R.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Sournern Counties V.S. 
Mr. H. Smith, m.z.0.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.8.0.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, «.n.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 
Sours Duram anp Norts Yorxsuinz V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. A. C. Forbes, m.8.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.8.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Mr. T. H. Dale, m.n.c.v.s., D.v.s., Potchefstroom 
Treas ; Mr. J. M. Christy, w.n.c.v.s., D.v.s. Krugersdorp 
Sec: Mr. J. Chalmers, m.n.c.v.s., G.v.s., Heidelberg 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. E. W. Bovett, m.n.c.v.s., Bridgwater 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.x.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, .n.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Hugh Begg, m.x.c.v.s., Eust Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: @ Treasr: Jas. Macfarlane, m.R.c.v.s., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorxenrre Vat. Association 
Pres: Mr. H. G. Bowes, F z.c.v.s., 106 Clarendon-rd, Leeds 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. A. McCarmick, m.8.0.v.s., 
Kirkstall.road, Leeds 


Pres: 
Hon. Sec: 


Pres: 


Pres: 
Hon. 
Hen. 


Pres: 
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